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SUB J : CALL BY AMBASSADOR ON GENERAL SPINOLA 
REF: LISBON 1704 

1. AT NOON TODAY I CALLED ON GENERAL SPINOLA. I WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY DCM AND DATT, HAVING ASCERTAINED IN 
ADVANCE THAT THEIR PRESENCE WOULD BE WELCOME. GENERAL 
WAS ALONE THROUGHOUT EXCEPT FOR JOSE BLANCO, FORMER 
AIDE TO SPINOLA IN GUINEA WHO NOW APPARENTLY OCCUPYING 
SIMILAR ROLE. I SPOKE FRENCH WHICH HE OBVIOUSLY UNDER- 
STOOD BUT HE REPLIED IN PORTUGUESE WHICH BLANCO 
TRANSLATED BACK INTO FRENCH. WITH THE GENERAL OBVIOUSLY 
LISTENING CAREFULLY TO THE ACCURACY OF THE TRANSLATION. 

2. I MADE BRIEF STATEMENT CONGRATULATING HIM ON BEHALF 
OF USG ON HIS RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS, SAID THAT IN ONE 
STROKE HE HAD BROUGHT PORTUGAL INTO THE WESTERN 
DEMOCRATIC WORLD, THAT US, ALWAYS A FRIEND OF PORTUGAL, 
LOOKED FORWARD TO EVEN CLOSER TIES WITH HIM AT THE HELM 
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PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH HIM AND HIS COLLEAGUES. 

3. AFTER EXPRESSING HIS ADMIRATION AND FRIENDSHIP FOR 
US AND RECIPROCAL DESIRE FOR CLOSER TIES, HE SAID HE 

WAS VERY ACTIVELY CONSCIEOUS OF THE FACT THAT PORTUGAL 
WAS ENTERING A NEW ERA. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR A COUNTRY 
TO EXIST IN THE MODERN WORLD REMOVED AND ISOLATED FROM 
THE REST OF THE WORLD AS PORTUGAL HAS BEEN FOR MANY 
YEARS, AS HAD BEEN FULLY SET FORTH IN HIS RECENT BOOK. 

HE SINCERELY HOPES AND BELIEVES THAT THE POLICIES HE 
INTENDS TO PURSUE WILL MAKE IT MUCH EASIER FOR PORTUGAL'S 
FRIENDS TO GIVE SUPPORT TO PORTUGAL. 

4. I REPLIED THAT HE HAD ALMOST TAKEN THE WORDS OUT 

OF MY MOUTH. I WAS SURE HE WAS CONSCIOUS OF THE PROBLEMS 
WHICH OUR FRIENDSHIP FOR PORTUGAL HAS CREATED FOR US IN 
OUR OWN CONGRESS, IN THE UN, AND IN OUR RELATIONS WITH 
OTHER COUNTRIES AND THAT WE ANTICIPATED WITH PLEASURE 
THAT THIS SITUATION WOULD NOW CHANGE. 

5. TO SEE IF HE WAS INTERESTED IN ANY SUBSTANTIVE DIS 
CUSSION I MENTIONED THE FACT THAT, AS HE PROBABLY ALREADY 
KNEW, USG HAD APPOINTED AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY TO CONDUCT 
THE LAJES NEGOTIATIONS. HE OBVIOUSLY HAD NOT EVEN 
THOUGHT ABOUT THE MATTER AND ASKED THE INTERPRETER WHAT 
NEGOTIATIONS I WAS TALKING ABOUT AND WAS INFORMED THAT 

I WAS TALKING ABOUT THE AZORES. HE SAID THAT AT THE 
PRESENT TIME AS FAR AS HE WAS CONCERNED THAT WAS A MERE 
INCIDENT OR DETAIL AMONG ALL OF THE MATTERS OCCUPYING 
THE NEW GOVERNMENT. 

6. HE THEN MADE AN EXTREMELY FLOWERY AND ENTHUSIASTIC 
SPEECH ABOUT HIS ANTICIPATION OF THE CLOSE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES AND CLOSE PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH 
THE US EMBASSY AND HE SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED THAT I CON- 
VEY HIS RESPECTS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

AT THE END OF THIS STATEMENT IT WAS CLEARLY TIME TO GO. 

7. ON OUR WAY OUT WE VERIFIED THROUGH BLANCO THAT I 
WAS THE FIRST AMBASSADOR TO BE RECEIVED. 
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